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Introduction 


The first annual Directory of U.S.R.O.M. Sires and Dams was issued 
inveAprid 194. That Directory included the records of 155 sires and 
809 dams that qualified on the basis of their daughters' records during 
the 1938-39 trap-nest record year. This second annual Directory con- 
tars tne records of «the 191 U.S.R.0.M. sires. and 1,153 U.S.R.O.M. 
dams that qualified on the basis of their daughters' records during 
the 1939-40 trap—nest record year. 


Record of performance (R.0O.P.) breeders in this country have 
developed superior laying strains, largely through mating high-record 
hens to the sons of high-record hens. Many R.O.P. breeders have found 
that greater progress is possible through mating on the basis of family 
records. The mean egg production of the daughters from a mating of a 
given sire and a given dam is the index of greatest value in determining 
the breeding potentiality of an individual sire or dam. Proved sires 
and dams should be remated whenever possible. All qualified sons and 
daughters of U.S.R.O.M. sires and dams should be used by breeders in 
their U:S.R.0.P. matings. 


In order to encourage the selection of breeding birds on the 
basis of family records and to provide official recognition for accom- 
plishments from the use of the progeny—-test method of breeding, the 
U.S. Register of Merit breeding stage was established in the National 
Poultry Improvement Plan. The requirements for U.S.R.O.M. males and 
U.S.R.O.M. females, as given in the plan (Miscellaneous Publication No. 
300), are quoted as follows: 


For the purpose of qualifying for the U.S. Register 
of Merit stage, the progeny records for one breeding 
season only shall be considered. 


U.S.R.O.M. MALE.--A U.S.R.O.M. male is a male which, 
when mated to U.S.R.O.P. females, has at least one- 
third of his daughters that are entered in U.S.R.0.P. 
quality: for Ussuk.0.P. and. a minimum of 20. that 
qualify. 


U.S.R.O.M. FEMALE.—-A U.S.R.O.M. female is a U.S.R.O.P. 
female which, when mated to a U.S.R.0O.P. male in an 
individual pedigree mating, has at least one-third of 
her daughters that are entered in U.S.R.0.P. qualify 
HOG Uo. Onk. and. a-minimum of four that qualify. 

The females in U.S.R.O.P. candidate matings which 

duality ace US R.O-P) May qualify as U.S.R.O.M. 

through the performance of their daughters. 


During the 1939 National Poultry Improvement Plan conference in 
Cleveland, Ohio, a committee was appointed to develop a procedure to be 
followed in supplying published information concerning U.S.R.0O.M. sires 
and dams. In order to obtain the information as developed and approved 
by the committee, officials of the U.S. Department of Agriculture have 
developed a system of transferring the U.S.R.O.P. records to punch 
cards, analyzing the data on a family basis, and preparing a U.S.R.O.P. 
Production and Pedigree Report for the breeder and the official State 
agency. Since the report shows the performance records for each daughter 
entered in U.S.R.0O.P. by families, it supplies the necessary information 
on the U.S.R.0O.M. sires and dams for these publications. 


Only those sires and dams that qualified for U.S.R.O.M. on the 
basis of reports submitted to the Bureau for analysis are included in 
these publications. During the 1938-39 trap-nest record year there were 
317 U.S.R.O.P. breeders, and the records of 156 of these breeders located 
in 29 States were received for analysis. 


The number of U.S.R.O.M. birds given certification in the first 
Directory, which was based on the daughters' records only for the 1938-39 
trap-nest record year, are listed by breeds as follows: 


Breed sires Dams 
Single-—Comb White Leghorns L229 670 
Single-Comb Rhode Island Reds 15 75 
Barred Plymouth Rocks 6) 13 
New Hampshires 5 54 
White Plymouth Rocks SOM Abe) 

Total 155 W809 


During the 1939-40 trap-nest record year there were 355 U.S.R.0.P. 
breeders, and the records of 192 of these breeders located in 50 States 
were received for analysis. This Directory for the 1939-40 trap—nest 
record year includes the following U.S.R.0O.M. birds listed by breeds: 


Breed Sires Dams 
Single-—Comb White Leghorns 161 921 
New Hampshires 15 88 


Barred Plymouth Rocks 8 
Single-—Comb Rhode Island Reds 4 
White Plymouth Rocks i 15 
White Wyandottes z 
White Minorcas O 


Total 191 WS 


BA 


The UcS “Ri 0.M: “bards “are listed “by breeds, in the above-named 
order. Under each breed the birds are listed by sex (sires and dams) 
and under both sires and dams the breeders' names are listed alphabeti- 
cally. 


The data reported for each U.S.R.O.M. sire can best be explained 
by referring to the first sire listed, B-662 (page 5). This sire was 


_leg-banded with No. B-662 when he qualified as a U.S.R.O6.P. male. His 


dam laid 313 eggs during her first trap-nest record year and the average 
of all eggs weighed during her first laying year was 24.2 ounces per 
dozen. Her body weight was not reported, but for other birds where the 
body weight is shown it is the average of two or more weights taken by 
the R.O.P. inspector between January 1 and August 1 of the first laying 
year. Of the 2 dams. that, were, mated to this sire, 4 qualified as 
Uri. OM 


The records of the daughters are considered to be the most im- 
portant measure of. the breeding qualities of a sire or a dam. sire 
B—-662 had 76 daughters entered in U.S.R.0O.P., of which 57 or 75 percent 
completed the trap-nest record year and 38 qualified as U.S.R.0.P. 
females. The 76 daughters entered in U.S.R.O.P. averaged 174 eggs per 
bird on the basis of a hen-housed average. The hen-housed average is 
computed by dividing the total number of eggs laid by the number of 
birds entered. The average egg weight of all daughters for which egg 
weights were reported was 26.4 ounces per dozen. The average body 
weight of all daughters for whom body weights were reported was 4.6 
pounds. Of the 19 daughters that completed the year but failed to 
qualify, 17 failed because they laid less than 200 eggs and two failed 
because. their average egg weight was less than 24 ounces to the dozen. 


Po hitthe UjoskeO.M., dam. disted for P..C. Atha; Jr., (page 13) 
is C-496. This dam was one of the four U.S.R.0O.M. mates of Sire B-662. 
She laid 259 eggs averaging 24.5 ounces to the dozen during her first 
laying year, and her average body weight was. 4.5 pounds. She had 16 
daughters entered in U.S.R.O.P.; 14 or 87.5 percent completed their 
first dlayings yoar,, and 12 qualified. The average egg production of 
the 16 daughters on a hen-housed basis was 2335 eggs. The average egg 
weight of all daughters entered on which official weights were obtained 
was 26.4 ounces per dozen, and the average body weight of all daughters 
having two or more weights reported was 4.6 pounds. Of the two daughters 
that completed the year but failed to qualify, each failed because she 
laid less than 200 eggs. 


The abbreviations used in the tables are as follows: 


U.S. Record of Performance 
U.S. Register of Merit 
Number 

Production 

Weight 

Ounces 

Dozen 

Pounds 
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